
  
 

Howe Caverns to add 
dinosaur-themed park  

Staff Report     

Howe Caverns Vice President and co-owner Emil 
Galasso unveiled plans for a dinosaur-themed 
amusement park to be built near Howe Caverns in 
Cobleskill. The announcement was made 
Wednesday at the International Association of 
Amusement Parks and Attractions Expo in 
Orlando, Fla.  
 
According to a media release, "Dinosaur Canyon," 
a walk-through outdoor attraction, will "offer 
visitors the opportunity to interact with prehistoric 
giants of the past."  
 
"My vision is to create a destination resort," 
Galasso said in the release. "Right now, even 
during these tough economic times, we're getting 
nearly 200,000 visitors a year to Howe Caverns. 
We want to give them more to do while they're 
here. Dinosaur Canyon will help us to become a 
true destination attraction. I feel like we're bringing 
a bit of Disney to upstate New York."  
 
Work has already begun on the complex; some 
venues are scheduled to open in 2011.  
 
Dinosaur Canyon will feature more than 20 
animatronic dinosaur figures situated in rock 
chasms, caverns and valleys.  
 
"We're pulling out all the stops to create the most 
amazing, life-like dinosaurs since their living 
forebears walked the planet 66 million years ago," 
said Garner Holt, CEO of Garner Holt Productions 
Inc., which is working on the concept and 
installation for the park. "With our new silicone skin 
formulations and cutting-edge motion-control 
system, which creates exceptionally fluid 
movements, these creatures will stand up to 
intense scrutiny of leading scientists and even 
harsher critics _ 7-year-old boys with a passion for 
dinosaurs." 

COMMENTING ON STORIES:  
 
Welcome to our story comments feature. We 
welcome your thoughts and your opinions, including 
the unpopular ones. We only ask that you keep your 
conversations clean, civil and on the topic of the 
story you are commenting on.  
 
Coinciding with our websites redesign, we launched 
our new story comments feature through Disqus.  
 
Disqus gives users the ability to log into our story 
comments feature so that they may be able to track 
their conversations, receive emails when their 
comments get a reply or to even have your 
comments update onto your Facebook or Twitter 
accounts.  
 
For the time being, our story comments feature will 
continue to have the ability to post comments 
anonymously. We reserve the right to require 
registration in the future using your name and 
verified email address.  
 
Not all comments are deemed printable. Some are 
disqualified at the newspaper’s discretion for a 
number of different reasons. Please follow our 
Online Rules of Conduct at all times.  
 
RULES OF CONDUCT:   
 
We reserve the right to remove comments that are 
unacceptable, to wit:  
 
1. False and inacurate statements.  
2. Personal attacks. Explicit name-calling.  
3. Harassing, harmful, vulgar, obscene and 
defamatory language.  
4. Threatening statements or statements that 
suggest violence.  
5. Hate speech of any kind.  
6. Intolerant comments on religion, race, age, 
gender, sexual preference or disabilities.  
7. Accusations of criminal activity.  
8. Content that is harmful to children and minors in 
any way.  
9. References to any type of sexual activity and 
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Garner Holt has designed and manufactured 
animatronic components for Disney theme parks, 
Universal Studios, the San Diego Museum of 
Natural History and Egypt's Science City.  
 
The park will also feature an educational 
component, according to the release. 

other private matters.  
10. Random and inflammatory statements that are 
off topic.  
11. Advertising of any kind.  
12. Typing in all caps.  
 
WE ENCOURAGE REASONABLE AND 
COURTEOUS COMMENTS THAT:   
 
1. Create conversation on issues of interest and 
concern to fellow readers and local community 
members.  
2. Express opinions and contrarian views.  
3. Stimulate debate with respectful language.  
4. Stay within the boundaries of these rules.  
 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO SUSPEND OR 
TERMINATE ACCESS FOR:   
 
1. Violating any of these Online Rules of Conduct.  
2. Deliberately disrupting discussions with repetitive 
messages, meaningless messages or spam.  
3. Misrepresentation of identity or impersonating 
another user.  
 
WE WELCOME:   
 
1. Flagging violations of these rules that you 
observe to our attention.  
 
MONITORING:  
 
We monitor comments regularly Monday - Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Approval of comments outside of this 
time will be sporadic. 
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